
Before the                                                          
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, DC  20554 
 

 
 
In the matter of: 
  
Amendment of Parts 73 and 74 of the                       )                 MB Docket No. 03-185 
Commission’s Rules to Establish Rules for Digital  ) 
Low Power Television, Television Translator, and)                                       
Television Booster Stations and to Amend Rules     ) 
For Digital Class A Television Stations                    ) 
 
 
  

REPLY COMMENTS OF KUED-TV and KULC-TV IN 
SUPPORT OF THE ASSOCIATION FOR PUBLIC TELEVSION 

STATIONS FILED COMMENTS 
 
 

  
KUED-TV and KULC-TV, non-commercial CPB-Qualified Television Stations serving 
all of the State of Utah and portions of five other states, support the recently filed 
Comments from the Association for Public Television Stations (APTS).   We are 
providing the following additional information: 
 
HISTORY:   
 

KUED-TV and KULC-TV have been leaders in providing television to Utah’s 
rural populace, via television translator stations, since 1957.    Approximately 130 
of the total 600 translators in the State of Utah are licensed to or carry the analog 
signals of KUED-TV and KULC-TV. 

       
The FCC has accepted public comments for FCC document RM-10666, which requests 
the Commission to establish a Rural Translator Service.  We understand the FCC has 
completed both the Public Comment Period and the Reply Comment Period for this 
National Translator Association request.  We also understand that out of 46 public 
responses, only two were actually negative. 
 
The acceptance of RM-10666 would exempt translator applicants from auction and allow 
them to file for new stations, including digital, on a daily basis.  This is absolutely 
necessary if rural viewers are to maintain their television service during the digital 
conversion. 

       
CPB-qualified noncommercial educational programming is greatly appreciated in rural 
areas, and the constant delays of filing windows have definitely impeded this service.  In 
the past, local governmental groups and non-profit organizations throughout Utah have 
relied on State and Federal grants to help provide PBS programming and educational 
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services to public television viewers and students.    Rural viewers deserve the full 
compliment of the 8VSB technology, which includes High Definition, Multi-
programming and Ancillary Data Services.   KUED-TV and KULC-TV provide weekday 
Instructional Services Programming to Utah’s K-12 students.   Both stations have 
recently performed PBS Pilot Programs in which we have used our digital signals to send 
data and video “packets” to schools in our test areas.   The feedback from teachers and 
students in these schools has been very positive – the material is readily available and is 
easily used for class instruction.   However, at the present, only those schools in urban 
areas covered by the digital signals from our primary transmitters can benefit from our 
digital services. 
 
The configuration of geographic terrain in Utah allows our main transmitters for KUED-
TV and KULC-TV located east of Salt Lake City, to reach only those urban areas in Utah 
along the “Wasatch Front” – from Brigham City in the North to Spanish Fork in the 
South Central part of the state.  While the digital transmitter can, and does cover limited 
areas west of its location into Tooele County, the mountainous terrain throughout the rest 
of the state prohibits the DTV transmissions from reaching much of the state.   More than 
22% of the State of Utah requires the use of translators for our viewers, students and 
educators to receive our digital services.    Those counties include: Cache, Rich, Morgan, 
Summit, Daggett, Wasatch, Duschesne, Uintah, Juab, Sanpete, Carbon, Millard, Sevier, 
Emery, Grand, Beaver, Piute, Wayne, Iron, Garfield, Kane and San Juan and parts of  
Box Elder and Tooele.   Some of these counties, such as San Juan have significant 
minority populations.   San Juan’s Native American population represents almost 40% of 
the population. 
 
We have shared our concerns with members of our congressional delegation – Senator 
Orrin Hatch, Senator Robert Bennett, and Representative Jim Matheson.   All of these 
members of Congress agree with our desire to continue to provide free over-the-air 
television and our related digital services to Utah’s rural populations.   
 
Former Utah Governor, Michael O. Leavitt, also addressed this issue in letters to the FCC 
on January 16, 2003 and September 26, 2003.  (See Exhibit 1 and Exhibit 2, attached.) 
 
To ensure the universal and fair distribution of digital services, the Commission should 
act swiftly to allow for the licensing of digital translators and, where appropriate, on-
channel repeaters in addition to the existing analog translators.  KUED-TV and KULC-
TV support the proposal to allow for rolling “translator only” application windows based 
on region and state.  KUED-TV and KULC-TV have not been successful in applying for 
needed translator channels because of wide-spread speculation by “out of state” entities.  
In this regard, KUED-TV and KULC-TV support the policy suggestion by APTS that the 
Commission should (a) impose some reasonable geographic restrictions on the 
application process for second channels, and (b) limit the number of multi-state 
applications by LPTV and TV translator stations by a single entity. 
 
KUED-TV and KULC-TV also support the proposal that channels 52 through 59 remain 
available for translator use in frequency-congested areas.   
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KUED-TV and KULC-TV urge the Commission to authorize the licensing and operation 
of digital translators and on-channel repeaters in rural areas and to protect the integrity of 
the existing analog translator service while maintaining its secondary status.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
KUED-TV and KULC-TV                                                 Telephone 801-581-6615 
Larry S. Smith, GM and Stephen Hess, GM                      FAX           801-587-9879         
215 Eccles Broadcast Center 
University of Utah 
Salt Lake City, Utah                                                                             
84112 
 
LSmith@KUED-TV.org 
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Exhibit 1 
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Exhibit 2 
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